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Wood, traditionally used for musical instruments due to its sound-radiating properties, is now enhancing acoustics
in concert halls.

The £6 million transformational project at Sherborne Girls School is a landmark initiative designed to benefit both
the school and the wider Sherborne community. It features dedicated performance and arts facilities that are
specifically tailored to advance the school's music curriculum. These facilities include state-of-the-art acoustics.

Mass timber has the added advantage of immediately creating a warm, resonant sound environment that
enhances musical performances and other auditory experiences.

The performance spaces have advanced acoustic treatments that ensure optimal sound quality for both
performers and audiences. The Arts Centre also includes flexible spaces that can be adapted for different uses,
from small group rehearsals to large-scale performances with seating for 350 people. This versatility is a key feature
of the building, allowing it to accommodate a wide range of activities and events. The centre's design encourages
interaction and collaboration, providing students with opportunities to work together and learn from each other in a
supportive and inspiring environment.

Watch this video about mass timber acoustics
Awards

CIBSE Building Performance Awards 2024 for Building Performance Champion.
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https://www.bkstructures.co.uk/
https://youtu.be/4edFatiPVZw?si=xmamDlRxUeKwpRn9&t=511

StoraeEnso

General

Delivery year
2018

Area (m?)

840

Products

Products and Services

Sylva™ CLT Floors and Roofs,

Sylva™ GLT Beams and
Columns

Number of deliveries
14

Team

Partner of Stora Enso
B&K Structures

Architect

Burrell Foley Fischer

Building type

Education

Storeys
2

Product volume (m?)
685

Developer

Sherborne Girls School

Structural Engineer

Price & Myers
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https://www.sherborne.com/support-us/the-arts-centre
https://www.sherborne.com/support-us/the-arts-centre
https://www.sherborne.com/support-us/the-arts-centre
https://www.storaenso.com/en/products/mass-timber-construction/sylva#T58bf0f7d-6cbf-4c15-b687-d98fce40b632
https://www.storaenso.com/en/products/mass-timber-construction/sylva#T8715cf08-12d8-44e4-b3a5-e3e2a42b0fe2
https://www.bkstructures.co.uk/
https://www.sherborne.com/
https://bff-architects.com/
https://www.pricemyers.com/
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Main contractor

Morgan Sindall

Others

Construction duration
(months)

16

Specialist Timber
Subcontractor

B&K Structures

Timber superstructure
erection duration (weeks)

15
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